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Please Keep to the Speed Limit 

Please be Careful on the Road 
 
Members are reminded that there is a speed limit on the access 
road; it is there to prevent deterioration, dust and stones from 
being thrown up. 

 

Look out for our Neighbours 
 

Members are also requested to slow down and take great care when leaving 
the club premises at the yellow barrier.  The owner of the bungalow to the 
right of the entrance is unable to see vehicles as he drives out of his gate and 
has had a number of near misses with vehicles driving out too quickly.  Apart 
from being the on-site representative of our landlords, he is a good friend to 
the club and amongst other things looks after the road for us. 

 
Junior sailors get to grips with the club boats including some of  

the new Oppies 

 

Cover Picture 
Graham Darvill in the Spring Regatta 



EDITOR’S RAMBLES 
 
Welcome to the Summer 2010 edition of Broadreach and especially to the 
new members who have joined the club since the last issue. 
 
Quite a lot has happened in the club since the last issue not all of it good, as 
many will recall the lake was frozen and covered in snow in January which 
provided a traditional winter scene, the first at the club for quite a few years, 
but unfortunately the cold weather also caused a burst pipe in the clubhouse 
which resulted in a flood.  However, the damage wasn’t as bad as we first 
thought, a claim  was soon resolved with our insurers and once it had dried 
out Graham Darvill restored the premises to their former state.  You will find 
photographs of both events elsewhere in this issue. 
 
We have also bought a new committee boat which hopefully will be rigged out 
shortly enabling us to retire the Black Pig as our former craft was affection-
ately named. 
 
We are extremely grateful to Guy Kilbey for arranging to sponsor the postal 
cost of distributing Broadreach, the company advert now appears on the back 
cover.  Guy has also joined the committee. 
 
In response to my request in the last issue, Terry Cherrill has offered to help in 
the editorship of Broadreach so watch this space in future issues.  I am also 
grateful for the help that David Cherrill has provided in chasing up contributors 
to this edition and suggestions for new features some of which appear in this 
issue.  David also has recently joined the committee and has taken on respon-
sibility for publicity. 
 
Thank you once again to those of you who have produced articles and photo-
graphs for this edition.  I have selected a number of photographs from the 
many submitted, more can be found on the Club’s website together with this 
edition of the magazine in full colour. 
 
Don Kyle 
 

E-mail:               BroadreachEditor@broadwaterSC.org.uk 
             Website:            www.broadwaterSC.org.uk. 

VACANCY – LAWNMOWER MECHANIC 
 
The Club’s lawnmowers are a vital part of keeping our boat park the neat and 
tidy place that we all enjoy.  Stewart French would love to hear from any mem-
ber who would like to take on the challenge of keeping them serviceable and 
available for use. 



Oppies and launching trolleys.  They can not come soon enough for those 
running Junior Sailing, as the recent cold spell of weather has not deterred our 
youngest members, who (30+ of them) are out on the water every Saturday 
afternoon. 
 
The spring has also seen the arrival of a new Committee boat.  Used weekly 
by the  Race Officer and his Assistant; the old one had become increasingly 
unreliable and expensive to maintain.  To meet the increased safety require-
ment of our successful Junior Sailing, we have also added a small grey RIB to 
the fleet of safety boats. 
 
Work on the re-surfacing of the remainder of the main pontoon is imminent 
(perhaps by the time that you read this even completed!). 
 
Our annual Charity event – “Race into the Dark” is only a couple of months 
away now, please sign up your teams and start to raise sponsorship; forms 
available in the clubhouse, on-line and through: 
 
             http://www.justgiving.com/BSC-RaceIntoTheDark 
 
In this edition you will find articles about the RS Feva RYA Training Weekend, 
Racing Open meetings, “Start Racing”, East Coast Rally and many more.  If, 
like me, you have mislaid the Calendars that arrived in January, the “Diary” of 
forthcoming events, will be very useful, to ensure that you don’t miss out on or 
off the water. 
 
Lastly, if you are off with your dinghy or enjoying a holiday on a yacht this 
summer, please send me a few lines and a photo, for inclusion in our next edi-
tion. 
 
Have a great sailing summer. 
 
Catherine Turner 
Commodore 
 

COMMODORE’S GYBES 
Dear Members, 
 
Getting down to the Club for a sail, after such a cold, snowy 
winter has been wonderful.  The warm April (please don’t 
forget to mow your boat berths) was followed by a rather 
chilly start to May, and hopefully a warm summer to come. 
 
As I write the club is awaiting delivery of a fleet of 6 NEW 



MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 
On behalf of the Club, I would like to extend a big welcome to the following 
new Members and their families. 
 

Stuart and Clare Lines                                  Alan Smith 
Daniel Waygood & Jane Leigh                      David & Christine Shaw 
Duncan McKay & Lisa Parsons                    Barry & Lyn Mellor 
Mark & Corrine Szaszy                                 Brian & Helen Hudson 
Douglas Hudson                                           Patrick & Susie Turnbull 
Dave Martin                                                   Jeet & Pinz Saini 
Tom & Jo Hewitson                                        Rod & Julie Martin 
Doug & Cary Cochrane                                 Richard & Jo Anstey 
Christopher & Kristina Platt                           Tim & Caroline Vernon 
Rachel Elliott                                                 Karen Maguire 
Adrian Mills                                                    Chris Francis 

 
Junior Members 

Patrick Constant 
Emily Mills 
Zoe Francis 

 
I hope you and your families all enjoy your sailing here.  Broadwater people 
are a sociable crowd who will be only to happy to talk to you and advise on all 
matters! 
 
If I haven’t met you already I look forward to doing so.  If anyone has any 
questions about membership or boat berths please feel free to collar me at the 
club, ring or email, also if you want any advice regarding your boat or trailer 
feel free to ask.  
 
Graham Darvill 
              
E-mail: MembershipSecretary@BroadwaterSC.org.uk 
 

 
COMBINATION NUMBER CHANGE—8 th  AUGUST 

 
Members who have paid their annual subscription wil l find the new com-
bination number on the front of this issue.  Please  remember to scram-
ble all locks do not to leave them with the combina tion number revealed 
we do not want uninvited visitors stealing our equi pment.  



 

ALL NON RACERS PLEASE DON’T TURN OVER THE PAGE 
THIS ARTICLE IS FOR YOU 
 
Non Racers at Broadwater 
 
To dispel a few myths: 

·     Racing is scary or just for a few good sailors 
·     Racing is only for those who have attended courses on how to race 
·     Racing is elitist 
·     You cannot race if you don’t have a thorough working knowledge of all 

the rules 
·     Racing courses are complicated 

None of the above are true generally and specifically not true at Broadwater. 
 
Racing is the following: 

·     Racing is fun 
·     The racing fleet welcome new racers and encourage them to do well 
·     Racing is about improving your sailing skills and if you do it better 

than other members of the fleet you get a better placed result than 
they do. 

 
So how do I get involved: 
All members are very welcome to join in the racing on a Sunday.  The format 
is two races, the first at 10am, most members arrive about 9am to rig, have a 
chat, drink coffee and if Charlotte Walford is around eat one of her lovely ba-
con rolls.  This first race is a pursuit race where boats start at different times 
(according to their handicap) and if they all sail as well as each other they will 
finish in a line together after the race duration has elapsed.  This race lasts for 
64½ minutes and is great if you are worried about lots of boats on the start 
line all vying for position as each class starts at its own start time, if you are 
the only one of that class you will have the line to yourself! 
 
The second race is a handicap race where all the boats start together, race for 
about 45 minutes for the quickest boat, the finish times are noted and then ad-
justed for the boat’s handicap, so just because you were not first on the water 
does not mean you can’t do well. 
 
There is also racing during the summer on a Wednesday evening starting at 
7.10pm and then often followed with a drink and a BBQ if the weather holds. 
These races are pursuit races just like the first race on a Sunday morning. 
 
All races are started with a simple sound and flag sequence that can easily be 
explained to you. 

RACING & SAILING 



Rules: 
 
A handful of basic rules are all that’s needed the others can be learned over 
time if required.  We all know the port and starboard rule as a basic part of 
sailing, add to that windward boat keeps clear and a boat with an inside over-
lap at a mark, 3 boats lengths out from the mark, has right of way.  You now 
know more than some of the regular racing fleet! 
 
Courses: 
 
We have 13 blue buoys on the lake and usually we use just a few of these to 
set the courses.  They are written up on a blackboard and mapped out with 
string on a photoboard to make it easy to see where you need to sail to next. 
Writing the course down on some wide masking tape and sticking it in the boat 
keeps most of us going the right way. 
 
Race series: 
 
Anyone can enter any race series, you can do as many or as few as you like. 
In order to qualify for a series result you need to have a result in 50% +1 race. 
So if there are 14 in a series you need to have a result from 8 races.  There 
are a variety of prizes for young, old; the highest placed who have never won 
a trophy before etc… 
 
Junior racing 
 
We are continuing the junior summer time shorter races so please come down 
and have fun with the other junior members you will know from your Saturday 
sailing.  Also, join in with any of the other race series as well.  Tom French 
started this way and is now a talented young sailor so why not come and see 
if you can keep up or even pass him. 
 
So that’s it, all very simple and good fun, please give me a call or drop me an 
email if you would like any more details.  I look forward to seeing more of you 
on the water – it sure beats gardening! 
 
Travis Benton 
 
Race Committee Chair. 
 
E-mail: travis.benton@btinternet.com 
 



START RACING 
 
In the clubhouse sat a very motley crew (with very different levels of compe-
tency, expectations, ages, boats, and levels of hangover).  Ahead were 3 con-
secutive Saturdays of learning how to race. 
 
"3 full-days to learn about race training, surely it's just about getting off the 
start without hitting other boats", thus was my ignorance at the start of this 
course.  Three action packed days later and I am now much wiser, but unfor-
tunately also very aware of how much I still have to learn.  The course was an 
excellent introduction to the basics of sailing fast, sailing the optimal course 
and the rules and tactics of racing.  With so much to learn, it will take a lot 
longer to become proficient in the skills, which is why many sailors come back 
again and again to the course.  I will be one of these. 
 
Before the course, I would class myself as one of those sailors who is content 
with meandering round the lake, mainly staying on a broad reach.  Oblivious 
to whether I was sailing fast or efficiently.  Only when up against others in the 
race training was it very apparent that all the little things add up and a second 
lost is very hard to regain, let alone a full minute or two.  To quote Richard, 
"Your boat has an optimum speed, it is your mistakes that stop you getting 
there.  You will lose a race because of your mistakes not because others are 
faster or better". 

 

Dave and Margaret Banger enjoy start racing 



Over the three days, we spent the time alternating between theory and prac-
tice, all aimed at improving our race performance, from practice starts, to sail 
settings, from roll tacking and gybing, to wind bends and overall race strategy. 
 
The final day regatta brought all of these points together in three pursuit races 
whereby the toppers were hunted down by the rest of the pack.  My own at-
tempt to sail a crew boat singled handed with the asymmetric proved my 
downfall in the first race, a poor start and mis-reading the wind patterns the 
second, and as for the third, I did the water equivalent of an ostrich and turtled 
my boat to avoid further embarrassment at coming last. 
 
While writing this, I am sitting here humming the lyrics "the only way is up"; I’m 
not sure if that's a reminder of the best way to sail a boat or simply my oppor-
tunity for improvement.... 
 
Thank you Richard for your patience, advice and tenacity, and to everyone on 
the course, see you all on the start line! 
 
 If you would like to improve your sailing skills, meet other members and learn 
what all those ropes, pulleys and cleats are for, put this course in your diary 
for next year, you won’t be disappointed. 
 
Compiled by Andy Layton, Phil Morley, Barry Mellor, David & Margaret 
Banger, Dave Leonard. 

Solo Open - 14th March 2010 
 
A bright breezy day greeted the twenty one entrants to the first Solo open 
meeting of the year, held at Broadwater Sailing Club.  Numbers were down 
from those seen in previous years as the event clashed with Mother’s Day. 
Those participating having been given special permission for good behaviour! 
 
The lake looked deceptively calm but before the race started the north west 
wind had increased to a steady force three with gusts of force four, producing 
a handful of capsizes during the course of the meeting.  Will Loy had a good 
start to the first race but found himself in third place at the end of the first lap. 
This was his finishing position.  Michael Dray, who led for two laps, eventually 
took second place.  Chris Brown, who started the race in third position, made 
good progress and was the eventual winner. 
 
Chris Brown took the second race too, making him the overall winner of the 
meeting.  Godfrey Clark, who crossed the finishing line second, was unlucky 
to miss out a shallows buoy which was a mark of the course and he had to 
retire.  This put Michael Dray in second position once more, with Will Loy third.  



 
Solo Open Race Start 

 
The wind was quite variable during the final race of the afternoon and places 
changed frequently.  This race was won by Michael Dray, making him second 
overall, with Chris Brown in second place.  Will Loy, ever consistent, finished 
in third place in the race and third place overall. 
 
Chris Brown thanked everyone at the club for hosting a successful meeting. 
He was particularly complimentary about the delicious food and cakes. 
 
Results  

Name Club Sail Number Position 

CHRIS BROWN RYA 5091 1 

MICHAEL DRAY LITTLETON  4386 2 

WILL LOY LITTLETON 186 3 

JOE MCLAUGHLIN TAMESIS 4850 4 

STEVE EDE ARDLEIGH 4774 5 

RICHARD WILLETTS BURGHFIELD 5017 6 

GODFREY CLARK FISHER’S GREEN 4120 7 

DAVID WALFORD BROADWATER 5052 8 

MIKE GRAY FISHER’S GREEN 4205 9 



Name Club Sail Number Position 

STEVE JONES RYA 4741 10 

DAVID SANDERS PAPERCOURT  4679 11 

RICHARD LINSDALE BROADWATER 4222 12 

ANTHONY O’CONNOR KGSC 4762 13 

ANDY ANDERSON PAXTON LAKES 4506 14 

MIKE PARKER BROADWATER 4533 15 

JOHN STRANGE FISHER’S GREEN 4427 16 

ALAN DARVILL BROADWATER 4908 17 

STEVE LANGFORD BROADWATER 4541 18 

PAUL BRISTOW BURGHFIELD 4400 19= 

CHRIS PARKER BROADWATER 4757 19= 

CLAIRE CLARK FISHER’S GREEN 4215 19=  
Enterprise Open - 28th March 2010 
 
Five Club boats and 8 visitors turned out for the annual Broadwater Open 
which now forms part of both the Enterprise SE Area blue Jib and Eastern 
Area Nimbus series trophies.  Visitors came from near and far including com-
petitors from Alexandra, Aldenham and Midlands SC.  We were most pleased 
to welcome Paul Young, who is now the Commodore of the Enterprise Asso-
ciation. 
 
Once again the event was held alongside the Broadwater Laser Open Meeting 
and this has proven to be a successful combination both for the competitors 
and the club.  A fine spring day, with sunshine and a westerly 10 knot wind, 
made for some good and, at times, exciting sailing although by the third race 
the wind did drop a little making the conditions a bit more fluky and challeng-
ing for some! 
 
The start of the first race, 10 minutes after the Lasers, got away cleanly and 
was led out by Dave Beaney and his son John from Castaways SC, closely 
followed by Greg and Pam Hart, with Neil Parsloe and Jane Cadd in third 
place sailing a borrowed boat.  These boats managed to pull out a bit of a lead 
on the rest of the fleet on the first reach, helped on by a few marginal planing 
conditions.  For an all too brief period Greg and Pam managed to get in front 
of the “Bean Machine” but with brand new sails, and remarkable off wind per-
formance, the Beanies went on to win the first race convincingly.  Keith and 
Katie Tyler from Hunts SC came in fourth followed by Paul Young and Phil 
Harrison from Midlands SC. 



 
A course change for the second race, and a tricky wind shift just before the 
start, resulted in a rather frenetic start line tussle.  Andy Cole and Richard 
Holmes from Aldenham SC, Paul and Phil, and Neil and Jane made the best 
of it leading the fleet up the beat and round the first windward mark in that or-
der.  Neil and Jane gained the lead on the subsequent reach but again, with 
superior off wind speed, the Beanies came up from fifth to second place on 
this leg.  Towards the end of the run, Neil gybed and headed off towards the 
wrong mark and, with Jane crying “where ARE you going?”, allowed “team 
Bean” to slip through into the lead.  For a couple of laps, Neil and Jane man-
aged to hold off the challenge for second place from Greg and Pam but were 
passed on the beat of the third lap so that the finishing positions for the first 
three were the same as in Race 1.  Further down the fleet places were again 
hotly contested but ultimately Andy Cole and Richard Holmes from Aldenham 
SC managed a creditable fourth place closely followed by Paul and Phil. 
 
The fleet retired to the clubhouse for the usual high quality Broadwater lunch 
before the start of the third race where the wind began to dish up a rather 
tricky combination of large shifts, windless holes and gusts.  The start turned 
out to be pretty even but, after a challenging beat, the Beanies led by the first 
mark followed by Joyce Moon and Martin Hayes, and then Greg and Pam. 
These three boats managed to pull out a substantial lead by the end of the 
first lap and were subsequently never challenged.  Joyce and Martin mastered 
the conditions brilliantly holding onto second place until the final beat where 
they were briefly passed by Greg and Pam who then sailed into a calm patch 
and were beaten back into third place.  Behind these three there was again 
some close racing and quite a lot of place swapping as boats sailed into holes 



in the wind and were caught up from behind. 
 
Even our illustrious Broadwater Commodore, managed to get her Enterprise 
out of mothballs for the Open thanks to the concerted efforts of her extended 
support team, Neil, Shiv and Jane, who either rigged, coached, assisted or 
crewed.  She claimed to have been very pleased to be kept company towards 
the middle/back of the fleet by Andrew Oakley and Alan Smith, who had 
gamely accepted her challenge to ditch their RS200 and give her a run for her 
money in the Club Enterprise.  Catherine evidently surprised herself in Race 3 
by overtaking two boats on the last leg from Buoy No.2 to the finish line. Just 
another “unbelievable" thing to add to the list of Commodore’s Capers over 
the last 12 months! 
 
A third first place for the Beanies made them convincing overall winners of the 
open meeting for the second year running and they were once more awarded 
the Chessboard Trophy.  Broadwater boats took the next three places with 
Greg and Pam second, Neil and Jane third, and Joyce and Martin fourth. 
 
And in conclusion an enjoyable day was had by everyone. 
 
Greg Hart  ENT22569 

Name Club Position 

D Beaney & J Beaney Castaways SC 1 

G Hart and P Hart Broadwater SC 2 

N Parsloe & J Cadd Broadwater SC 3 

J Moon & M Hayes Broadwater SC 4 

A Cole & R Holmes Aldeham SC 5 

K Tyler & K Tyler Hunts SC 6 

P Young & P Harrison Midland SC 7 

C Turner & S Ladyman Broadwater SC 8 

L Smith & ? ? 9 

A Munrow & Calum  SB SC 10 

A Oakley & A Smith Broadwater SC 11 

I Simpson & S Simpson Alexandra YC 12 

D Henderson & S Tollmagche South Bank SC 13 

Results 



Laser Open 2010 - 28th March 2010 
 
With the 6 visitors from Queensmead the BSC Laser Open was well sup-
ported making a total number of entries to 14. 
 
The weather kept fine despite a forecast for rain with the winds around 10 
mph and occasional puffs giving near planing conditions, which were ideal 
conditions for a pleasant day’s racing in good company. 

 
The Lasers get away 

 
The first race started with Mark Fielding reaching the first windward mark with 
a clear gap from the second boat of Dave Kinnerley.  By the second mark 
Dave had got through and was then able to pull away from the rest of the fleet 
by a significant margin, followed by Dave Cherrill finishing 2nd and Tom 
French 3rd. 
 
In the second race, (before lunch) on the first lap the leader was Keith Smag-
gess from Queensmead, followed by Dave Cherrill and Dave Kinnerley, but by 
the finish the first two places has changed with the race being won by Dave 
Cherrill. 
 
After the second race the main runners for a top three-podium finish were 
Dave Cherrill, Dave Kinnerley, Keith Smaggess and Tom French.  In the event 
it was Dave Cherrill who won and took the overall regatta first place, with   



Calvin Merry from Queensmead finishing second and 5th overall, followed by 
Tom French 3rd and to taking 3rd overall just ahead of Dave Kinnerley finish-
ing fourth and 2nd overall. 
 
As with all events many thanks must go to the volunteers, the race officers 
Dave Walford & Terry Cherrill, the safety boat crews, Dave Banger, Mark 
Turner, Chris Parker & Nick Fairweather, and last but not least the catering, 
Margaret Banger, Margaret Roschet and Carol Fielding. 
 
Results 

Name Club Position 

D Cherrill BSC 1 

D Kinnerley BSC 2 

T French BSC 3 

K Smaggess Queensmead 4 

C Merry Queensmead 5 

R Kirke Queensmead 6 

H Grenfell BSC 7 

B O’Leary Queensmead 8 

M Fielding BSC 9 

P Tarbox BSC 10 

H Loveland Queensmead 11 

A Chaplin BSC 12 

J Loveland Queensmead 13 

T Walker BSC 14 
 

SPRING REGATTA 25 th April 2010 
 

At 9am there was a flat calm on the lake with just a trace of drizzle in the air.  
Perhaps the cool misty, windless conditions persuaded some to stay in bed as 
we had only fourteen starters for the first race.  As start time for the race ap-
proached visibility deteriorated and light rain began to fall bringing with it a 
very light wind, sufficient for the race to start on time.  Graham Darvill’s Alba-
core had a good start and took an early lead but by the end of lap 1 had been 
overtaken by the Merlin of Dave Weatherhead with David Walford in Solo 
5052 in third place.  These three continued in that order pulling away from the 
rest of the fleet which had strung out in the light wind.  The race finished at the 



end of lap 2 with the placing of the leading boats unchanged.  On corrected 
time David Walford Solo 5052 was first followed by the Solos of Chris Parker 
and Mike Parker which was perhaps a reflection of the light conditions which 
did not favour the faster boats. 

The wind died during the interval before Race 2 and for a time the prospects 
for the rest of the day were, like the weather, gloomy.  Just as for the first race 
a light wind set in as start time approached but this time continued to 
strengthen to provide reasonable, if not exciting conditions.  Again the leading 
three boats drew away from the rest with Travis Benton and the Phantom 
leading followed by Dave in the Merlin and Graham in the Albacore and with 
the strengthening wind these three had a chance of maintaining their places 
on corrected time.  The Solos lurked some distance behind, but their hopes of 
places on corrected time were fading..  As the race progressed the fleet be-
came strung out into a procession with virtually no close racing or change of 
place.  The leading boats were unchanged at the finish with Travis well ahead 
followed by Dave in the Merlin and Graham in the Albacore.  As in the first 
race the Solos closed up on corrected time, however it was a more open re-
sult on corrected time with Travis in first place, Graham Darvill second and 
David Walford third. 
 
Emerging from the Clubhouse after the customary excellent Broadwater lunch 
(thank you Galley Crew) we found that the wind had strengthened and the sun 
was shining.  Ten boats went to the line for Race 3 providing the best sailing 
of the day in a brisk wind with Graham Darvill again taking an immediate lead 
in his Albacore.  At the end of lap 1 Graham led from Arie Versloot in his Alba-
core followed by the Solos of David Walford and Chris Parker who were swap-
ping places.  Graham pulled away over the next two laps and was way ahead 
and looked likely to beat the PY time correction, meanwhile the Solos of David 

 

12 Get Away 



Walford and Chris Parker were closing on Arie.  The race was finished some-
what prematurely after less than 45 minutes and should have continued for 
another lap in which case Graham would surely have increased his lead and 
taken first place. 
 
The overall result was:-              1st   Solo            5052     D Walford 
                                                    2nd  Solo            4757     C Parker 
                                                    3rd   Albacore    7754     G Darvill             
              
John Smith 

 

JUNIOR SAILING 2010 

If you have visited the club on a Saturday afternoon in the last couple of 
months for no particular reason, you might be amazed at the amount of activ-
ity taking place, especially if the weather is fine.  Over the last two or three 
years the junior sailing programme has increasingly become a thriving aspect 
of our club.  On the 22nd May there was a record turnout of forty two juniors on 
the water.  The word has definitely got around for our junior members that 
Broadwater is the place to be on Saturday afternoons. 
 
Over the years the club has accumulated a considerable number of boats suit-
able for juniors, mainly Oppies and Toppers, and this year we have just pur-
chased six brand new Oppies from the junior sailing fund.  Though many peo-
ple have helped with the programme a special mention needs to be made of 
Richard Linsdale’s effort in preparing and maintaining the boats and organis-
ing the storage container.  Without the boats we would be greatly restricted in 
what we are able to do. 
 
This year we have decided that our main focus is developing the sailing skills 
of the juniors (in a fun way), rather than trying to get as many people as we 
can ready to be assessed for RYA qualifications.  We are anticipating that 
some of the juniors will be able to do the level 2 RYA certificate, but for the 
majority of participants we (when I say we it’s basically thanks to Pam Hart) 
are developing a series of “challenges” at different levels, for which there will 
be individual records and which are designed to improve their sailing skills. 
 
Another feature of this year’s programme has been the involvement of par-
ents.  With the increasing number of participants things would not have been 
possible without the help of a considerable number of the parents and my 
thanks go to all those who have assisted.  If you are down on a Saturday with 
your children please help us run the sessions, especially if you have skills in 
sailing, rigging, rescue boats... or herding cats.  Even half an afternoon is 
greatly appreciated an it’s a good way to get to know everyone. 
 



I am stepping down from coordinating the junior programme as I have been 
finding that I am not able to devote the time necessary.  We also now have 
Guy Kilbey as a junior representative on the main committee.  It has been 
great to see this part of the club develop in the way it has, and to see so many 
young people enjoying themselves on Saturday afternoons. 
 
David Kinnerley 

 

Junior Sailors at the Feva Weekend 

 
JUNIOR SAILING THE SEASON SO FAR 24 TH APRIL TO 5TH 
JUNE 2010 

 
The 2010 Junior sailing season started on 24th April in glorious sailing 
weather.  The sun was shining, there was a stiff breeze and the temperature 
was pleasantly warm for the time of year.  We were expecting a few newcom-
ers but were a little surprised when 33 children arrived, 18 of them beginners, 
several of whom had never set foot in a boat.  After a brief land drill, we got all 
of the beginners on the water.  Dave Banger, Janice and I were both aston-
ished and gratified to see a small group of Oppies following our rescue boat in 
a neat little line, one behind the other.  We had plenty of helpers who set a va-
riety of activities for the more experienced sailors who were able to remind 
themselves of their sailing skills in perfect sailing conditions. 



 
We have now had 7 Saturday sailing sessions with another 9 to come.  For 
those of you who like statistics, here are the numbers of children attending 
each of the sessions.  The total number of children who have taken part in at 
least one sailing session is 63.   

 24TH 
June 

1st  
May 

8th 
May 

15th  
May 

22nd  
May 

29th  
May 

5th 
June 

TOTAL NUMBER 
OF JUNIORS 

33 33 25 25 38 8 27 

BEGINNERS 18 17 16 12 22 3 12 

GROUP 2 1 5 3 4 6 1 3 

GROUP 3 6 7 2 6 8 1 7 

GROUP 4 8 4 4 3 4 3 5 

The 22nd May provided us with our biggest challenge as the weather was hot 
but there was little wind.  The juniors enjoy being on the water but it was diffi-
cult to teach them sailing skills.  The following week, the first week of half 
term, was a huge contrast, with a Force 4/5 wind and heavy rain.  The Gil-
mores didn’t let that deter them, however, as they had a brand new Feva they 
wanted to try out.  They were joined by Ali Sargen who relished the strong 
wind.  The rain stopped half way through the session and, after some theory 
work, the small number of beginners got out onto the water.  They did ex-
tremely well and learned a lot in the strong winds. 
 
In the next few weeks, we will be concentrating on improving skills.  Children 
will be set a number of challenges according to their sailing ability.  This will 
be followed by Fun Week, with the emphasis on games.   
 
Thank you to everyone who has helped out with the sailing activities.  Particu-
lar thanks go to David Kinnerley who has successfully organised the junior 
sailing programme for the past few years but is now giving up this role. 
 
Pam Hart 

CLUB BOATS 
 
All members may have use of the Club Wanderer and Enterprise (located just 
the other side of the large containers) and the blue hulled Laser, on the front 
row nearest to the left of the main slipway.  Sails will be found, either in the 
boat or the orange safety boat container (combination padlock).  Please re-
port any breakages immediately to the Bosun, Chris Brooks 



RS Feva Training Weekend - Review 
 
Eleven Fevas all lined up on the Broadwater foreshore for the RS Feva Train-
ing Weekend in April was a truly wonderful sight, accompanied with a great 
feeling of start-of-season anticipation and excitement from crews and parents 
alike. 
 
James Ellis, former Mirror champion and Olympic 470 contender, who is re-
sponsible for coaching the Southern Zone Feva Squad made the very best of 
the almost nil wind conditions to instil the subtleties of 2-handed sailing and 
boat handling skills to an eager audience both in the classroom and on the 
water.  

 
Unlike the single-handed classes, 11 Fevas equals 22 participants, providing 
more opportunities for members young and old – remember quite of few of the 
kids were sailing with their dads - to get involved.  And half those who took 
part were non Feva owners, so it was very gratifying for the Club to be able to 
accommodate so many up and coming sailors. 
 
Even though the wind conditions were far from perfect, everyone went away 
having learned something new and in hindsight will come to realise that they 
have gleaned even more from the weekend than they thought they had.  A 
great start to the season. 
 
Feva - a key to the future of the Club? 
 
I have hinted above at the value the RS Feva is starting to bring to the Club 
and I would like to expand on the potential importance of this new arrival. 



 

Catherine and Mark  - Spring Regatta 

Spring Regatta 



  
Graham Darvill & Myke Bowers - Spring Regatta 

 
Spring Regatta 



 
Alan Darvill – Solo Open 

 
Mike Parker – Solo Open 



 
Catherine Presents Dave Walford with the Spring Regatta Trophy 

 
Jo and Ali get to grips with a Feva 



Travis Benton recently highlighted a magazine article bemoaning the issue 
that faces so many clubs, that of racing fleets dwindling and the average age 
of the participants growing steadily older.  What can be done to improve the 
chances of juniors coming through to fill the gap? 

 
As any parent knows, particularly those with several children, trying to ferry 
kids to rugby, tennis, basketball and the myriad of other sports on offer can be 
a logistical nightmare.  And let’s face it, whilst it’s great to see the kids having 
fun, the adults themselves wouldn’t mind the opportunity to pursue a sporting 
activity themselves.  But when you stop and think about it, there are very few 
sports in which parents and children can participate together. 
 
Sailing provides a wonderful exception to the rule!  Two-handed dinghies pro-
vide an unparalleled opportunity for families to experience sport together.  The 
teamwork and bonding that can be achieved in a boat is very special.  And it’s 
not just afloat, it has a very positive knock-on effect onshore as well in terms 
of social interaction, friendships being made etc.  This is exactly what a sailing 
club needs as a way to revitalise itself. 
 
With Nick & Jonathan Gilmore having just bought a new Feva, the fleet at 
Broadwater is now up to ten, with Andy Crawford and the girls threatening to 
boost the numbers shortly to eleven. 
 
Keen sailors can build a club.  Keen family sailors can boost a club even 
more. 
 
The Feva fleet has provided a wonderful platform.  Let’s capitalise on it. 
 
Rodney Steel – Feva Fleet Captain 



Club Events 1 st July to 31 st December 2010 

Date Time Event Contact 

10th July (Sat)  0930 Chichester Cruise (Meet 
on the Hard)  

David Banger     
  

11th July (Sun) 1000 Super Cup Regatta Chris Parker 
 

17th July (Sat)  1330 Junior Helm Richard Linsdale  

28th – 31st July  
(Wed – Sat)  

1000- 1600 Junior Fun Days (Fully 
Booked)          Junior 
sailing programme 

Stewart French  

30th Aug (Mon)  1200 Club Day (Bank Holiday) 
Barbecue bring your 
own food 

John Finnemore 

1st Sept (Wed)  1930 Last Wednesday Sup-
per (Venue to be ad-
vised)  

Brian Deacon 
 

5th Sept (Sun) 1000 Autumn Regatta 
 

Wolfgang Ansorge 

11th Sept (Sat)  1200 Race Into the Dark: 
Charity Event 

Don Kyle 

2nd Oct (Sat)  1330 Junior Fun ‘Chocolate’ 
Regatta #  

Richard Linsdale 

9th Oct (Sat)  1330 Duty Officer & Safety 
Boat Training 

Mark Turner 
 

16th Oct (Sat) * 1000 Albacore Open* Graham Darvill 
 

23rd Oct (Sat) * 0930 Work Party* 
(Pre Bonfire)  

Alan Darvill 
 



Chichester Harbour Dinghy Cruise  
 
This Infamous Annual Event takes place on Saturday 10th July 2010 
 
All are welcome to this annual dinghy cruise around Chichester Harbour. 
 
Just a few notes to any intrepid mariners who wish to brave the waters of 
Chichester Harbour. 
 
In the past years we have all enjoyed a very pleasant time together sailing in 
company from Itchenor Hard down to East Head for a picnic on the beach 
(games on the beach can be arranged by special request!!!!) and then after-
noon sailing around the waters of the harbour usually managing to have ice 
creams and teas at Hayling Island Sailing Club.  This is a relaxing cruise usu-
ally with around six to eight boats in these safe coastal waters and no coastal 
experience is actually necessary to participate so all standards of sailing abili-
ties are welcome with the only proviso that the boat used must be of a reason-
able standard to sail within this environment. 
 
This changed last year and with heavy weather being experienced we all had 
great fun planing up and down the reach at Itchenor and with arrangements to 
use the facilities of Itchenor Sailing Club everyone ended up warm and dry af-
ter a great ‘blaster’ followed by a really ‘hot’ shower (and for some refresh-
ments from both the café and bar!!!!) 
 

5th - 7th Nov 
(Fri – Sun)  

0930 Solent Rally 
(Venue to be ad-
vised)  

Kevin Morgan  

6th Nov (Sat)  1830 Bonfire, Fireworks 
& Barbecue 

Alan Darvill  

14th Nov (Sun) 0940 Nelson Day Kevin Morgan  

03rd Dec (Fri)  1930 Christmas Dinner 
(Venue to be ad-
vised)  

Paul Tarbox 

26th Dec (Sun) 1100 RNLI Boxing Day 
Race 

Kevin Morgan 

 
Please Note: 

 
# Available to those who have joined and paid for the Junior Sailing Programme 

* These dates have changed. 



After the sail and de-rig, and on the way home, we meet up and have a meal 
in the pub (usually the Devil’s Punch Bowl on the A3 in Hindhead which has a 
reasonable amount of parking for cars and trailers) 
 

have not made the venture before are, I believe, the easiest and most pleas-
ant run with a dinghy in tow, is down the A3 to Havant turn to port (left) down 
the A27 to Chichester then to Starboard (right) down the A286 to the Witter-
ings and follow the signs to Itchenor.  The Hard is at the end of the main street 
so it is easy to find. 
 
Timing wise for this day would be to meet on the Hard at about 9.30 for rigging 
and setting sail between 10.30 to 11.00 and returning to the Hard between 
17.30 to 18.00.  None of these timings are set in stone and provided we know 
who are coming we all wait and set sail together.   
 
At all times during that day I can be contacted on my mobile telephone and I 
always carry an engine so we have an ‘iron sail’ to return to the Hard if neces-

The tides (approximately) at the har-
bour mouth on the 10th July all in 
BST which are coming up to Springs 
are: 
 
              High water 10.52 
              Low water 16.20 
 
This does mean a bit of a chance of 
a late return to the ‘hard’ subject to 
wind conditions  
 
Any land lubbers wishing to join in 
on the occasion are very welcome 
and can do so by parking in the 
coastal car park accessed through 
West Wittering and walking the short 
distance over the dunes.  Remem-
ber always approach motely crews 
with care when they are feasting on 
their rations!!!  
 
All is of course weather permitting 
and as always subject to change by 
mutiny. 
 
Directions to Itchenor for those who 

 

Previous Outing 



sary.  Notice of the Cruise is posted on the notice board at the Club 
 
Some people have camped overnight at a local campsite and this information 
can be forwarded to anyone who wishes to do this. 
 
My contact details are : 
 

These will be found in the hardcopy version of Broadreach 
 
Happy sailing and hope to see you there (please e-mail me if you have any 
questions or are intending to come along). 
 
David Banger 
 

East Coast Rally 22-24 th June  
 
There are now just three yachts on the East Coast belonging to Broadwater 
members. Milady Clarik, a Contessa 32 owned by Gordon Harold, and Olana 
J, a Moody 32 owned by Brian Chidwick, all kept at Fambridge Yacht Haven 
on the River Crouch whilst Mytilly, a Tradewind 39 owned by Greg & Pam 
Hart, is kept at Shotley Marina on the river Orwell.  Sadly Roger Prior has now 
sold Moryn, a Grampian 37, and she is now destined to be kept in Lisbon. 
 
All three yachts took part in the 2010 Rally with a planned meet up once again 
at Bradwell Marina on the river Blackwater.  The fair weather and light winds 
this year contrasted sharply with the near gale force conditions of 2009 and 
made for a very pleasant sail. 
 
Chris Brooks, together with Kevin Morgan, Joyce Moon and Karen Hall set out 
on Thursday taking in overnight stops at Burham and then Brightlingsea. 
Gordon, Paul Haywood and Richard Gravenstede also set out on Thursday  
sailing up to the Orwell and staying overnight in Levington and then Wolver-
stone Marinas.  Mytilly, crewed by Greg & Pam and Roger Prior, joined up 
with Milady Clarik in the Orwell on Saturday morning for the 25 mile trip south 
to Bradwell. 
 
Summer conditions gave us all a very gentle broad reach down the coast, with 
the tide, passing about 5 miles offshore from Walton on the Naze, and then 
Clacton, where we met up with Olana J for the run into the river Blackwater.  
Mytilly sporting a spinnaker managed to pull a mile or so ahead of the others. 
But, not to be outdone, Olana J also set her new cruising chute for the first 
time as well.  The Blackwater was festooned with other yachts and sailing din-
ghies all converging on the drying entrance to Bradwell in time for high water. 



Our course led straight through the start line of a GP14 fleet race and, with a 
spinnaker set, this made for a few challenging moments!  
 
The good news was that we had reserved berths at Bradwell in advance of 
this busy weekend, the bad new was that the berths we were allocated were 
not wide enough but we just managed somehow!  After aperitifs on Mytilly, we 
all retired to the Green Man for good pub grub and then back to Mytilly till the 
early hours. 

 
With high water at 0900 on Sunday morning, Mytilly had to be away early to 
get past the approaches to Bradwell and catch the tide back to Shotley.  Lack 
of wind forced us to use the donkey all the way back and we arrived in the 
early afternoon.  Milady Clarik and Olana J started out a little later for Fam-
bridge found a bit more breeze for a while and arrived back in the early eve-
ning.  All in all a very enjoyable weekend was had by everyone. 
 
It is worth noting that we could have accommodated more club members at 
this event and so if you who would like to try your hand at offshore sailing 
sometime just get in touch! 
 
Greg Hart 
ENT22569 
Mytilly 

 
Milady Clarik (Contessa 32) and Olana J ( Moody 31) 



WE NEED YOUR HELP & PARTICIPATION 
 
The object this year is once again to have fun and raise as much money as 
possible for Michael Sobell House, the cancer hospice located near Mount 
Vernon Hospital. 
 
In order to make the day a success we need as many Broadwater members 
involved as possible.  Please enter or join a team, even if you don’t sail for the 
entire time.  We also need help onshore during the event 
 

INTO THE DARK CHARITY RACE 11 TH SEPTEMBER 
 
Racing starts at Mid-day and continues into Late Evening 

 

Wayfarers and Fevas in the 2009 Event 

Once again we will be sailing in Wayfarers and Fevas for the Junior Teams. 
Whilst there is no entry fee we do expect every boat to raise at least £20 in 
sponsorship money.  Food and refreshments will be available throughout the 
day together with some off -the-water activities.  
 

The Dorothy Smith Trophy will go to the team raising the greatest amount of 
sponsorship money. 
 

The Michael Sobell Shield will go to the winning team. 
 

There will be separate prizes for Junior entrants and other surprise awards will 
also be made during the event. 



If you don’t feel that you are able to sail there are other ways of helping:  
 

1. Sponsor one of the teams 
 
2. Volunteer to help on the day.  If you can give just a few hours it would 

be greatly appreciated 
 
3. Come along to give your support, food will be on sale all day 

 
More information may be found on the club notice board including details of 
teams some of whom need extra crew, together with sponsorship forms. 
 
If you are able to volunteer or need more information please contact any of  
following: 
 

Name                                          Responsible for 
 

Alan Darvill                                  Overall Organisation       
Don Kyle                                     Overall Organisation 
Catherine Turner                         Safety Boats 
John Smith                                  Principal Race Officer 
David Cherill      
Scott Deveraux  
Guy Kilbey                      
Anne Darvill                                Catering                          

 
Collect a Sponsorship form in the clubhouse or download one from the club 
website  
             www.BroadwaterSC.org.uk 
 
Donations can also be made via the Just Giving Website: 
 
             http://www.justgiving.com/BSC-RaceIntoTheDark   
 
Don Kyle 

 
News from Michael Sobell House 
 
Many thanks to all our supporters at Broadwater S.C. for the continuing sup-
port which helped us to weather the financial storms of 2009. 
 
In 2009 many hospices had difficulty in maintaining their full range of services, 
however, MSH continued to receive incredible support and was able to con-
tinue with it’s full range of services at normal pace.  



Stop Press. 
 
MSH is one of the leading centres of Palliative Care and carries out continu-
ous research to improve patient care.  In particular we investigate how pa-
tients’ lives can be made more comfortable and how side effects of their treat-
ment can best be tackled.  Part of our role is to spread the findings of our re-
search and Dr Sue Gale, the author of much of our research work, was invited 
to present her latest results to a Palliative Care conference in Austria.  An-
other feather in the cap of the charity as the charity funds this research and 
the trip itself received outside sponsorship for all its costs. 
 
Happy sailing this year to you all 
 
Joe Sandercock 
Trustee 

The New Committee Boat 
 
Broadwater had owned the old committee boat, the Black Pig as it is affection-
ately called, for 20 years or so and considering it had sunk twice, been raised 
from the depths and put back to use it had given good service.  However the 
time came last summer to think about a replacement as repairs to the gearbox 
were going to be expensive. 
 
The committee decided to spend £5000 on a replacement boat, it would have 
to be about 18 to 20ft long with an inboard diesel, a cabin and if possible a 
cover and a trailer.  Graham and I started looking, we found a few but they 
were in Cornwall or West Wales or were snapped up before we could get 
there.  In order to speed things up the club put £5000 into my bank account so 
we quickly pay cash for the right boat. 
 
In early March Graham found a boat in Dorset, he had contacted the seller 
who had agreed a sale price of £4000 subject to us looking it over.  The fol-
lowing week Brian Chidwick and I were hotfooting it to Christchurch to look 
over the boat.  After a trip down the river and out into Christchurch harbour 
and back we did the deal. 
 
The next problem was to get the boat craned out and back to Broadwater.  
After looking into trailer hire we decided to use Rositters Boat Yard in Christ-
church to crane the boat out and Tony Tugboat to transport her.  The day 
came, 18th March, Graham and I drove to Rositters Christchurch to oversee 
the craning and transport and pay the balance of the £4000.  It all went like 
clockwork the boat was craned out, washed off and secured on Tony Tug-



boat’s trailer for the trip back to Broadwater.  We arrived back at the club at 
about 16.00 where after a cup of tea she was duly launched and put on her 
moorings. 

 
The boat is 18ft long with a cover and a cabin and is fitted with a 4 year old 
10hp Yanmar diesel engine electric start.  Since it arrived the engine has had 
a full service and checked over and Don has varnished the wooden locker 
covers and tidied up the electrics. 
 
We will shortly be putting a mast and rigging onto it together with the autohoot 
after which the Black Pig will be retired and race officers will no longer have to 
develop strong arm muscles to start the engine in the depths of winter, as the 
late Harold Macmillan once said “You’ve never had it so good” 
 
Chris Brooks Bosun and Don Kyle 

The Black Pig Gives Way to the New Boat 

 

Solent Rally 
 

Nov 5/6/7 
 

Details from Kevin Morgan in due course 



Broadwater S.C. Walking Section 
 
June 5th saw the second meeting of the South West Herts Chapter of the 
walking section when the devout followers gathered at the residence of the 
Great Helmsman (Alan Darvill).  Following tea and coffee we discovered Alan 
had delegated leadership of the expedition to Mike Parker explaining that in 
sympathy with members of the England football team he was injured and his 
back was playing up: however he methodically arranged the lunches ahead of 
our visit to the pub. 

 
Through lanes and woods and fields the intrepid walkers found their way to 
the Land of Liberty (8 different cask beers) with two tables carefully reserved 
for our sole use.  Later we walked back through the quiet lanes of the estate of 
the former Chartist O’Connor.  You will all remember the efforts by the Chart-
ists in 1847 to extend suffrage to the non-property owning working class. 
 
Anyway we finally concluded with lashings of tea and homemade cakes at our 
starting point.  Thanks to Anne, Alan and Mike for a super day. 
 
Blue Tuesday 

 

The Motley Crowd assemble in Alan’s Garden 



New Oppies  
 
Whilst on the subject of new boats we have also bought new Oppies 

 
A Group of Junior sailors pose with the new boats prior to trying them out on 

the water 

 
Galley Slaves Wanted 

 
We need help in the Galley at weekends and for club events. 

 
At present this falls to a small number of willing volunteers some of whom  

 
have been doing the job for many years. 

 
If you are able to spare some time to help particularly during Sunday Racing 

 
it would be very much appreciated 

 
Please contact Anne Darvill for more details 



The Story of the World War II 
Royal Navy CA Class Destroyers 

 
An Illustrated Talk by 

 
Colin Gent 

 
Wednesday 15 September, 7.30 in the clubhouse 

 
Entrance £5, juniors £2, pay at door 

 
Tea & Coffee included, Beer and Wine available. 

 
Would all interested in attending please put their name on the  

Sign-up sheet in the clubhouse alongside the poster  
 

Proceeds to: 
 

Michael Sobell House 
 

and the 
 

Mike Gent Memorial Fund 



Blue Tuesday World Tour 2009 
 
Or What we did on our Holidays 
 
Off for 4 Regattas in a month and the first was Wroxham week in Norfolk.  
Sailed on Wroxham Broad.  Just like last year the hoped for light winds did not 
materialise but we sailed twice a day in a handicap fleet with Norfolk One De-
sign dinghys, Radials, Toppers, Fevas, Wayfarers etc.  The Norfolk Broads 
Yacht Club adjusted our handicap by 2% downward from last year and follow-
ing a meeting with an apologetic Vice-Commodore he explained they had re-
viewed all their handicaps (a local device not PY).  Whilst they loved visiting 
sailors (!) we would have to work a bit harder than in the past.  Wroxham 
Week races are run on a cash basis for £1 a race with 50% being returned to 
the more successful sailors.  On the week we had a profit of £4.65 and two 
series wins. 
 
I should have noted the omens about our next event which was Beccles Ama-
teur S.C. Regatta on the river Waveney because when we got to the nearby 
campsite we were met by a cockerel and told “This is Kevin - He thinks he is a 
dog”.  Life on the farm was weird and noisy but not as weird as BASC - 26 
boats in our fleet trying to get a start on a 70ft wide river - no place for the faint 
hearted! 
 
After the start it was upriver to the windward mark and then run downward to 
the leeward mark through the recently started Enterprise fleet of 10 boats, 
then through the Optimist fleet of 14 boats on the start line and then through 
11 Toppers milling around awaiting their start.  Add moored boats and weed at 
the sides of the river then mix in pleasure craft cruising up and down, have 
you got the picture yet?  My elderly crew called it sailing through vegetable 
soup.  Highlights included T-Boning a Norfolk Dinghy (resolved with 12 pints 
of Adnams beer), being struck very hard by an Enterprise taking a large chunk 
out of my gunwhale (I was on starboard), reaching between two pleasure 
cruisers moving in opposite directions on the same side of the river (we just 
made it), watching a Topper being mown down by a 38ft cruiser with all sails 
up coming down the middle of the river in a Force 3, being invited to form a 
Graduate tug-o-war team for the inter-fleet competition after sailing.  Also 
meeting an old lady who used to sail in the Regatta before the war.  She was 
continually losing her bag and club members said this was quite common and 
it was always in her car or in her home.  Next day we asked her if she had 
found her bag, “yes, it was in the car”. 
 
We sailed twice a day but declined two races a day - the last one being the all-
in handicap known as the bloodbath which we were strongly advised to avoid. 
One other point is the collection of spectators at the end of the starting line 
who are gathered on the bank to push off all boats unable to tack due to the 



mass of boats to windward - I received help as did many others and I spoke to 
the Commodore and offered to retire.  He said that as I had not asked to be 
pushed off it was not a retiring issue and as we sailed on such a narrow river 
we had to have a great deal of tolerance with regard to the rules.  We never 
saw anyone ever do turns and had lots of shouting and bangs throughout the 
Regatta.  Anyway we worked very hard to get away from most of the aggrava-
tion by having a clean start and often beat the Lasers on the water and re-
ceived nice mugs for our efforts. 
 
Off now to Mudeford S.C. near Bournemouth for their week’s Regatta stopping 
at home en-route for a couple of nights to get fresh underclothes.  This was a 
new venue for us and day 1 showed it was going to be definitely different.  
The club is based in a odd moored dutch barge on the north shore of Mude-
ford harbour roughly a round area of one mile diameter under the shadow of 
Hengistbury Head.  The club has no car park, showers, changing room, toilets 
or decent boat park and some friends from our sailing club who were also sail-
ing almost turned round and went straight home.  We eventually found a spot 
jammed in between Lasers for the boat and parked in the street by the cricket 
club.  We used the public toilets and changed in the road.  Well after a week 
we got used to the routine but it’s an odd sight seeing people cycling to the 
club in full sailing kit and seeing people rigging boats in the street. 
 
So what about the sailing?  Sunday was day 2 of the weekend races and the 
winds were very light and great for Grads but the harbour seemed ominously 
shallow.  A couple of good results.  Next day and the first day of the Regatta 
we were in deep trouble.  I had looked at their website before our visit and no-
ticed they had 24 Lasers, 16 Laser Radials and five 4.7 Lasers plus a sports 
boat, 2 Miracles, an Enterprise and a mob of Oppies.  We realised why it was 
a Laser club as we could not get the plate or rudder fully down!  And the 
courses were one beat, one run and three reaches.  Our friends in their Alba-
core were even worse than we were but their son in a Laser finished an over-
all 3rd out of 52 overall in the daily series.  Winds were Force 3 to 4 all week 
and it was real struggle with little plate and the rudder not properly down.  It 
was one race a day then a fun event - 4 in a Laser, Treasure Hunt by boat etc.  
Evening events included a bike ride, boules tournament, South African curry 
night and crab fishing.  The week concluded with an American supper, bring a 
plate of food per person! 
 
Finally back home for one night then on to Aldeburgh in Suffolk for the week’s 
Regatta.  We have sailed in this event many times before but only had a few 
boats to sail against in the afternoon.  However there was a new format and 
we sailed in the mornings in a decent handicap fleet including 29’ers, RS200, 
Feva, 2 man lasers, Omegas etc.  Usual issues in avoiding 170 moored boats 
in the river Alde - compulsory retirement if you hit one.  Also strong tides to 
cope with.  The second day all the dinghy fleets (Lasers, Wayfarers, RS400 



and Handicap) sailed upriver to the area known as Little Japan where a wind-
ward leeward course was laid - just two marks.  This was excellent for the first 
race as the beat/run was true but unfortunately the wind came round for race 
2 such that it was a reach up and back and we were absolutely nowhere com-
pared to the asymmetrics.  Four hours on the water this day as it was an hour 
to get to the race track.  However, come the last race on the Friday and any-
body could have won the series (well an RS200 or 29’er or us).  The course 
looked good with two long beats against the tide, and two runs and two 
reaches.  It was a 90 minute race and the wind strength increased to Force 4 
so we eventually lost sight of the 29’er and RS200.  I tried to time the finish 
but was so busy sailing I could not guess the times.  Prize-giving and still no 
clue as they had not put up any results for any of the fleets.  What a bit of luck 
we got a trophy so I guess we won the series.  The results are supposed to go 
on the website and 2 weeks later they did.  It transpired we were fourth and 
had the same number of points as the 29’er and the RS200.  Fortunately we 
had more wins than they did. 
 
Four Regattas completed and nearly a month away camping so back home for 
a rest and off to the club on Sunday.  The water was wonderfully flat and tide-
less but it was windy and weedy.  I was so absorbed in watching the Merlin 
Rocket removing weed from the bottom of the lake with their mast that I fell 
out of the boat - welcome back to Broadwater! 
 
Blue Tuesday 
 

 
Bonfire 

 
Fireworks and Barbecue 

 
Saturday 6th November  1830 

 
Please bring your Family and Friends 

 
 

Building the Bonfire Work Party  
 

Saturday 23rd October 
 

Contact Alan Darvill for more details 



 

Whilst the Fevas Sail the Workers Toil 
Mark Turner, David Cansdale and Richard Linsdale Build a Rack 

Enterprise and Laser Open 



 
The Flooded Clubhouse  

 
The Boat Park in Earlier Years 



 
Frozen and Snowbound 

 Fevas on Parade 



MICHAEL KILBEY ASSSOCIATES LTD 
 

Unit 19. Chiltern Business Centre. 63-65 Woodside Road. Amersham Bucks. HP6 6AA 

 

INDEPENDENT CONSULTANTS, SPECIALISTS IN  ALL  TYPES 
OF CLADDING , CURTAIN  WALLING  & ROOFING  SYSTEMS 

 

Design : Specification : Condition Surveys : 

Acquisition Surveys : Expert witness Reports : 

Design & Calculation Checking : Expert Witness : 

Project Management & Supervision : PPM Surveys : 

Design & Loading Calculations : Failure Investigation 

 

For more information please call on 
Tel: 01494 723365    Fax: 01494 721194 

or e-mail guy@mkaconsultants.co.uk 

visit our web site at www.mkaconsultants.co.uk 


